February 12, 1953

‘Dr. J. Walter Wilson
Dapartrent of Binlegy
Brown Univsrsgity

Frovidence 12, hhede Ialand

Dear flalter:

As 2 matter of fact I think I cwn suggest someone who weuld be u
first ¢laas candidate as a blologicel bacteriologist. He happons to be
my brother, Dr. Segysour Loderbuirg, aad in the ordinary cvurse of affairs
I would simply rcfer you to Luria and Otenier for detriled information
on acsount of cur fraternal raletlonship, There is a quoetion of tim
howsver as ha 1s considering sone alternative poasibilitles righlt now ac
I w1l enlzege o bit, Ha doos plan to tike a rlp east zt the ond of
this zonth to lock over wnother possidllity, so Lf you did want to have
a chance to confer with hiwe, you might find ibv advantageous to contast
him gicasll;,

o~

At the pregent tlme he s o "vlalting assistant professor of
bactarislogy" at the Uriversliz o) Indflorabs ob horkeloy. This ls a
strictly tammorary posiifsn wnleh was created to raliave Jtanier of his
teaching dutice for o pericd of time while he wae vn & reses2rch fellom-
ship in situ., uceyrour teuk his Fh.D. in bactericlogy with Luria und hes
always hed = stroing bicchaaical orfentstion. lie ihew spent vio yeers on
a poat-doctoral fellowahlp sith Dan Maziz in the Zuology Departaent ab
Berkeley. He hzs been werlting cn the interchange betreen RN4A and DNA in
Tetrahymensa, :

I won't 30 2o fer =g to offur what mould lnavitably ba « blapal
asgasament of his qualificationa, T knoew that he enjogs teacning ag
well az raesearoh and ha has oftan axpresssd an intereet in pursuing his
career in the context of general hiclogy rutlier than bactericlogy.

Ycurs sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Profesgor of Hedical Genetics

Jil/ew N
P. S. I am sure you would have the discretion not to bring my name
into any conversations you may have with Seyzour,




